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for mercy for the impetuous ones that have made
the trouble at home, Cruelty under the name of
the law will but intensify the hate there. For-
bearance and mercy would make another rebel-
lion impossible,

Call For A Truce
E have an impression that a truce will he
cilled In the next Lwo months to the combul-

ants beyond the sea.

Not from anything that is being done along the
differont battle fronts, not from any words
gpoken behind the Hostile lines, but from the
knowledge which they all must have of the help-
lesg condifion of the people to meet another win-
ter's privations, Certainly civilized people will
hardly pursue much longer a course whiclh they
know will culminate in the destruction of thou-
sands, perhaps millions of women, children and
nged persons through hunger and cold. Unless
the nations have all gone stark mad, they are
about ready to listen Lo a call Tor a hall,

President Wilson loves (o be in the Hmelight
ag much as does Colonel Roosevell, The war be-
tween Russia and Japan was not nearly so des-
pernte as is the present war when President
Roosevelt in the name of the Great Republic and
backed by Its majesty, appealed to both those
powers o try to get together and make peace, at
the sume time tendering to them n city in which
to hold their negotiations. The offer was acoept-
ed and the peace compuct was framed.

Why does not President Wilson mnke a like
proffer?

And as nearly all Europe is Catholic in failth,
¢ither Roman or Greek, why nol ask the pope to
Join in the appeal?

It would be perfectly proper {o make the ap-
peal and it would be llkewise proper in making
the appeal to call attention to the fact that dur-
ing the past full year, despite the drain of treas-
ure and the sacrifice of so many lives, neither
combatant can claim any advance toward victory,
and In solemn tones remind the belligerents that
to puriue a war after hope of success las van-
ished, is but murder.

We believe those belligerents are right now
walting for such n call.

One Result Of Demonetization

0 fact In our country’s history Is better known
than that the interest-gatherers of the great
enstern cltles, more particnlarly New York.
brought on the panic of 88 In order to supply
Mr, Cleaveland with an excuse for calling con-
gress In extra sesslon, and to help him bulldoze
through that congress the repeal of the purchas-
ing clause of the Sherman law, Some of us re-
member keenly the prosiration that followed. One
effect was the throwing of three-fourths of the
rallroads of the country into the hands of re-
celvers where they lay in most part prone and
helpless untll the reinforcement of gold that came
to us because of the famine which smote all the
outaide world in 189506 and "97, In which there
came to us, in great part for food, more than 2,000
millions in gold. The gold gravitated directly to
the money centers, imo the coffers of the gold
power. The effect of the incoming of the gold
in the country was the planting and harvesting
of great crops. Then the gold power bent its
energles to the revival of the rallronds, It picked
up one aflter another and doubling its bonds and
slocks flonted them on the market, Wlen men In
the country made any money they sent it to the
blg cilies for investment and the railroads were
described ns most desirable investm. ‘s, Then
heayy charges liad to be made to meet interest
gnd operating expenses, The great central power
g0t out from one wnfter another as fast as It
could unload, and the strain on rallroad managers
incrensed. This caused all the railroad troubles
fifteen years ago. Made necessary the creation
of the Interstate Commerce Commission and so
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hurt ruilrond credit that the men conducting most
of them c¢ould not obtain the funds to keep them
In repair.

Nothing ever so crippled the prosperity of the
masees of the people as the demonetization of
silver.

The Bird's Convention

HE birds bheld o great reform convention not

long ngo, the object, ns stated in the call, be
Ing to readjust the methods through which the
government of the birds has been carrled on of
late,

An old wise owl c¢alled the meeting to order
and in her opening address explained that while
the birds claimed to live under a free republican
form of govermment, many abuses had, under the
guise of law, crepl into the state, giving superlor
privileges to the few and working unbelievable
hiardships upon the many, and that these innova-
tiong on the original form of government which
whis proclaimed as giving equal opportunities to all,
were threstening to undermine the very tabrie of
government and to moke the few rulers and the
many slaves; and stated that it had been deemed
advisable to first obtain a genernl expresslion of
opinfon on the best lines to proceed to bring
arcund the needed clianges,

The owl looked so wise that the general con-
vengug of the convention was that hers had been
o great spedach, though one envious old raven wins
heard to declare In 4 low tone that tne speech
was altogether commonplace, that there was not
one new ldes In It all,

This offended a mud-hen, who was the owl's
private secretary, who declared thay tne owl had
looked her door the previous night and had spent
the night in preparing the speech.

To this the raven cynically replied that just as
she was retiring the previous evening she had seen
the owl steal off on an all-night rald after field-
mice or o scandalous clandestine meeting with a
prairie-dog.

The first regulur speaker was the nightingale.
Her voice wis lovely and her appearanee most
graceful, She said she had been singing for the
world all the night long for many nights, only to
come Nhome In the morning to no breakfast, and
declared that if there could not soon be rellef she
would be forced to give up her art and come down
to common drudgery, or starve.

That exclied the wrath of the yellowhammer,
who said that most of the modern-day troubles
were due to the weakness of mothers who never
teught their children how to do anything useful
except. to slng and look pretty to try to catch
for husbands birds that had been taught to work
and who had laid up something to support a fam-
ily on,

She further explained that she had been taught
to get up at 3 4. m, In summer and autumn and (o
lay up enough to meet the demands of winter,

As for the nightingnle, she sang only the ola
songs, decliared she had not learned a new song
for years, and for her part she would be giad if
she would stay al home nights and let working
birds slesap.

The peancock then came forward and tried to
ging a solo, but made a dismal fallure out of it.
Howevar, she was not at all embarrassed, but ex-
plalned that at an lmmense salary she had been
engaged so closely of late In poslng for moving
picture shows, she hnd been obliged to neglect
her volee, whereupon she spread ner tall and re-
tired.

An old bheron came forward next. IHer {den
wits that the modern curriculum in the schiools
was too scatiering, that there should be a more
thorough training on n few lines, and explained
that her old mother taught her to fish and the
result was that she had enjoyved a fine fish break-
fast every morning of her life,

Then a chicken-hawk took

the stand and by

" clared that all the struggle was to lmprove

instinet the defenezeless small birds nhid  thelr
heads. The hawk ascribed all the trouble to faulty
methods of instruction fn the publie schools; de-
the
braing of pupils and no care was bestowed in in-
structing pupils to use thelr beinks and tdlons and
to bring their wings and muscles into perfect form
to bie uble to stand off the world's abuses,

The robin stated that while she and the lark
were both up in the early morning light, to
arouse men, that while after the morning songs,
she had only tarried long enough to ostain a few
worms for breakfust, on returning home she found
a bevy of sparrows had taken possession of her
house, fixed it over, making the door too small for
her to enter, ind were in the tree all around her
and I an outlandish chatter were declaring that
they were. the orlginal builders of the nest.

A sorubby old sparrow, in reply to this, denied
the indictment oul and out, snid she was but a
poor, uneducated bird at best; that summer and
winter she had to get out with the first light of
the dawn and take to the street for a living, while
the robin never worked at all, but spent her time
in primping and painting her bosom, under the
delusion that she was beautiful, and that from
away back she had stolen all the food she ate;
that she had known the robin's mother, a silly
old foo! that had taught her child that it was de-
grading to work; that a robin's place was to steal
her food and loock out in decollette dress for an
eligible mate.

A solemn old crow, dressed all in black, took
the stand nnd thought that if mothers would not
fnutill into the breasts of their children a love for
fine clothes and for dainty food, most of the tron-
ble would disappear, if they would teach them less
music and impress upon them the necessity of
hustling for hash a great many hear: acnes would
be saved.

A bald-headed old eagle then arose. The burden
of his argument was that if in the publlc schools
puplls were only taught to use to the utmost the
gifts thet had been gives them, all trouble would
cense, but his speech was cut short, every bird had
fled out of the open windows,

A Gloomy Outlook
HIE report a week ago was that the inhabitants
of Metz were evacunrting that city. The natural
conclusion is that the Germans are preparing, I
this last drive fails, to withdraw their forces from
around Verdun to occupy the works of Metz in an-
ticipation of n concentrated drive upon the battle-
ments aronnd Metz, Should that prove true, then
the situation that has ruled at Verdun for weeks
will be reversed; the nllies will be trying to break
the German front, the Germans will by wholesale
be mowing down the allies. Is there no great-
brained and great-hearted mun who c¢an propose
a means of settlement which will induce those in-
furiated nations to stop and consider? The war
has become a horror to the clvillzed world.

That Pan-American Railroad

ECHETARY McAdoo, who has just rounded the

contlinent, says the southern republics are anxi-
ous for the bullding of the Pan-American railway—
a rallroad to connect Centril and South America.

There is nothing that requires more practical
gense that the wise bullding of a railroad. They
are costly institutions, rallways are,

Central Amerlea, Including the siate of Pan-
pma, can wait & while yet for raflways. Its trade
does not justify it, as does perlaps one RCross
Honduras,

Then see what has happened to the companies
that have bullt rallroads down through Mexico!

But could a rallroad be started on the southern
ighore of the Caribbean sea, or better still, at the
head of navigation on the Atrato river, which

empiles into the Gulf of Durlen in Cdlombla, run
then southeasterly down the Andes to
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